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oved in its jOlllllalislic 
emlcavOls amI professional devciopment. This failly dclailed histOl kal analysis 
of Ihe AlaI> prcss, IIsing iJulh IIlalli<; and wcsteln languagc smllces, docs Ilot 
clailll to be a cOl1lprehcnsive histOl y of the region's I)lCSS. lIo\Vcvel 
iog thc cady developlIlent of the IIral> (HeSS ill Slllh a diverse geoglapilical atea, 
il opens new aleas flll fllilhel illljllilY alld Icse;\Ich, ill parliclliar the Illic of the 
press timing Ihe last llecadcs of thc 20th cClIlllly. IIA1I1I1> C\lllwl !\tv\ 

Itllle/icill/ IllIil'(,l.Iity 

Faith mill Freedolll: Womcu's 1111111<111 ill thc M\lslim Will hi, edited hy 
flllliiNAZ AIKII,\!\II. «(Jcmler, ami Polilics in the c\lidd\e Pas!) 2-\<1 
pages, 110tes, appcndix, indcx. SYlilcllse: .sYlacuse Univelsily Pless, 1995 
$]9.95 ISBN 0 8156 2667 ] 

The chapters ill this exceUcJlI col\ectioll WCIC WI illcn f<a a 19l) I Wil~hillglon 
confele/lCc 011 wOJllen's lights ill tlte fllllslifll Ilodd They incillde what has 
hecofllc all allllosl ol>ligatmy dtaptel 011 Ihe cOll1jlalihilily of W()1I1CII'S 1 ights with 
Ihc tcnels of Islam. Ilowevcr, fOI the most pilll, these a11alyses gll lill beyo1ld 

ale cOllipleX alld slIhllc cxalllillatiollS 01 gc lIlie I , ci;ISS .11111 
elhnil'ity ill the COfltcxt of slate, regional and gl~)hal Jlolilicalecolllllllic systems. 

As somcone completing a hook on Ihe pJOspells for dClllocralizathHl ill the 
legion, I allmitc especially the illcisive way that the c()J111 ilmlOis to Ihis voillme 
exaillinc civil lights aIIII polilical bchavior. Tllc alilliolS CUIIlJlillC the lights 01 
\\,Oillell allli etltnic Illillorities, COllllect the cOlltellt 01 pels()nal statlls laws to the 
inlcillaliollal politics of clCI ital alliamcs alld cxalllim: thc politics of sl:xllalily ill 
sCI'clal ClllltcxtS. I !l)\Ve\·cl, the most lelWllkallic cOIIl1 ihlltioll by this vulllille to 
the UIITClit discOIlIse Oil dell10cracy ill Mlislin! societies is its sophisticated 
\I calmcnt of rcl igiolls fllndamenla IiSIII. 

III chapter after chapin, the polilics of Islalllisl IlIllVClllenls ale wovcn inlo 
aflalyses of class and ethnic conflict, stlllgglcs o\CI the contlOl of 
regimcs amllhe impact of glubal CCOlllllllic lestillctmillg Oil dOlliestic sOlietics alld 
political ecollomies. lIele, IcligiollS fundamcntalislIl ceases to be a s:lCled cow 
or olle side ill a clash betwcelJ civilintliOJls, hecOlllillg illstead a collcction of 
social movements Ihat elllploy a religious idioJII tll lkllatc cOlltclIlPlll al Y plOh 
ielllS and to justify Ihe claillls of 1II0l'eillellt katlel s t(l a right 10 dUllliliate tite 

of .slate and I eglon. 
wllat I have privately cOllie to tilillk or as "Fatitll<l I\h:lllissi's Ihesis," 

sevcral cOllh ihutors lOOK allhe cOlillict of intclcsts hetwecn wOlllell,alld the IIIcn 
fmlll social groups making np the cole COllstiluency of IslanlislII Theit 
fmlll political ecoJlol1lY alc cOHlililled wilh PS)'dllllogiral ami 
of gender relalions, illuminating Ihe ugly awl ftcqul'lIlly violellt 
of fundaJllentalist 1ll00'elllellts. Thesc dlaptel s add signilicantly to thc dialoglle 
hc\\\eel\ those wito see Isl;lIl1islII as a postnl{)(killisl phenoJllellon a le;lcliolJ Il) 
Iltc failtll es of IIHlllelnization <lllilihose wito .sec il as a local itliulIl oJ JIIodclllily 
il~clL as an instnllllent rlll challellging CIIIIJlhlillg "oILI Icgillles." 

I\IESA BtHI EIIII )0 1990 

AlIIong tlte best qualities of Ihis collection ale ils leiHlahility :tlllilhe im:hlsio\l 
or c<lse studies illuSlratilig lIIi1jlll tlteOletieal issucs Thlls it promises to be :I good 
hook fill kaching, a prnposilioll I plan to tcst lIext S('lIIestel ill a coltlse devoted 
to dClI1l1C1atilatioll ill the C\liddle Past. c\IARY AltN TEIRE,\ULl 

100\'iI Stelte lJllil'fUil\' 

C\lodu II II islol Y & Politics: c\1<lglll ell 

Algcl ie: Ie gralld Mr:tp:tgl', hy AIlI:I) CIIt\R1T 52(1 pagcs, hiogl:tpIJies, glossa­

l)' I.a TOil! d'lIigues (Vaucluse) hlitiolls dc rAHile, 1991 FFI(J() (Papcl) ISBN 

2 BU)78 1%" 


L' Algcl ic dalls la tOllnlH'lIlc, hy JII,\N Om I tSolO TI anslated 1101\1 

c\lohalllcd Saad hid inc IiI Yalllalli. 101 pages. Stlas\Jomg' La thlec Bleile, 1994. 

I )istl ihllted hy Slclldhal I )ifilision, 16 Rue des Ch:1nds AlIglIsliJls, 7500() Paris. 

n'78 (!'apcl) ISIItt2 71G) 0.1<113 


Ahed ('h;lIcf is Algcl ia's 11Ictllie~ political (epolter and (Jlle of tlte few to wntk 
ill \Jullt thc hililCollholle and III ahopholle l)Jess. His cllI'clage of the (letu\Jel 

s hlllcall of Agence Ftallce !'Iessc led to his nrsl hook, 
Odo/J,c (Algil:r~; Lapltolllic, 1(89), which, despile !laws ill its analysis, lelllaills 
tile \Jcsi :1CCOllllt so far of that IIllllllelllmlS even!. Now with the cxcellenl Algiels 
IVt'dly, [II Mllioll, which suppmls 11 IIcglltialc(1 solutioll to Ihe COIl1l(1),-S Cllllent 
COllllicl, ('hard has 1I:1l1owly avoided assassinatioll 011 1Il0iC than 01le occasion. 

,I[gel/c. l£' gllllltl dC!tI[)'lgc is a riveting accullllt of the jt)8994 I)eliod ami 
1I1IISI I e,I(Iing fm anyone illtel ested in cOlltellljlol al y Aigedall politics, The 
1I~1I alive hegins with tlte lilwlilli7atioll or Ihe political systelll thai followed the 
October liols, I elches lIlid point with the }a1l1l:1ry 1992 coup d' elat ali(I concludes 
with Ihe stalelllate ill the dill}' war between the :tllny ami allned IslallIist gIOIIJlS. 

The celll('1 piece of thc siory is, lIot sUJllIisingly, the risc of thc rts aIIII the 
changillg lIlanner ill which the Aluetiall nower 11t)11:1r1111IS Illel Ihe Islalllist chal 
lenge 

III d isclissilig 1 he 19l)D I) I pC! iOlI, Chal ef IIIllJcrscol es the deep skcpt icislIl of 
the atilly high cOllllllalld tlllvaid Ihe political a1111 eCllIlontic ref 01 illS that wCle 
\lnder IVay at Ihe litlle 'lite allllY took a dinl view of tlie IHllllelOIIS street llIarch­
CS 01 galli7ed by the F1S, Ilcl be Jist pat tics ami other long repressed social forces; 
ils seclllity SCI vicc- the llotoriO\lS SeclIlite C\tilifairesel out cally alld with 
considerahle slIccess to hring hOlh Ihe newly forilled political p:1rtics alld "iude­

" pi eS5 OJ galls IIl1tlel its cOlllln!. The allny, as Charer tells it, developed 
hailed of the FlS, :llllillie FIS's strikc of t-.tay-Jllne 1991 provided the 

filsl OPJlPllllllilV 1m llie I!ell('rals 10 atllllillis!el a hlow 10 "thosc who 


