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ing to Ayalon, the region as a whole has considerably improved in its journalistic
endcavors and professional development. This faitly detailed bistorical analysis
of the Arab press, using both Avbic and western language sources, does not
claiin 1o be a compichensive history of the region’s press. However, hy exaniin-
ing the carly development of the Arab press in such a diverse geographical arca,
it opens new arcas for further fnguity and research, in particular the 1ole of the
press during the last decades of the 20th centuiy. Hanio Mowr Ana

Awmerican University

Faith and Freedour: Womien’s Human Rights in the Muslim Wo ld, cdited by
MAHNAZ AFRBHAME. (Gender, Culture, and Politics i the Middie BFasty 2414
pages, notes, appendix, index.  Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1995,
$39.95 1SBN 0 8156 2667 3

The chapters in this excellent collection were wiitten {or a 1991 Washington
confeience on women’'s rights in the Muslim workl, “They include what has
become an almost obligatory chapter on the compatibitity ol women’s 1ights with
the tenets of Istam. However, for the most part, these analyses go T beyond
“cutting edge.” They are complex and subtfe examinations of gemder, class and
ethaicity in the context of state, regional and glpbat political cconomic systems.

As someone completing a book on the prospects for democratization in the
region, I adinite especially the incisive way that the contiibutors o this volume
examine civil vights and pofitical bebavior. The authors compane the tiphts of
women awd ethnic minorities, connect the content of personal status laws (o the
international polities of clerical alliances and examine the politics of sexuality in
seveial comtexts. However, the wmaost remarkable conteibution by this volume 1o
the current discowise on democracy in Musling societics is its soplisticated
trcatment of religious fundamentatism,

I chapter after chapter, the politics of Islamist movements are woven into
analyses of class and ethnic conflict, struggles over the contiol of political
regimes and the impact of global cconomic testeucturing on domestic societices ad
political economies.  lere, 1eligious lundamentilisin ceases to be a sacied cow
ar one side in a clash between civilizations, becoming justead a coltection of
social movements that employ a religious idiom o debate contemporary prob
fems —and o justify the claims of movement leaders to a right o dominate the
politics of state and region.

Using what T have privatcly come to think ol as “Fatima Mernissi's thesis, ™
several contributors look at the contlict of interests between women and the men
from social groups making up the core constituency of Ishunism. Their insights
frosn political ccononty are combined with psychological and sociological models
of gender refations, Hhaminating the ugly and frequently violent pender politics
of fundamentalist movements.  These chapters add significantly (o the dialogue
between those who sce Ishimism as a postmaodernist plicnomienon — a reaction (o
the lailures of modernization -l those who see it as a local idiom ol maodernity

. itsell, as an instrumend Tor challenging coumbling “old segimes.”
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Among the best qualities of this collection are its readability aud the inclusion

ol case studies Husirating major theoretical issues. ‘Thus it promises to be a good
book for teaching, a proposition T plan to test mxl semester in a comse devoted
to democratization in the Middle East, Mary ANN TETREAULT
Towa State University
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Algéric: le grand dérapage, by Aseb CHAREE. 526 pages, hiographies, plossa-
1y, FaTou d" Algoes (Vaucluse): Bditons de 1"Aube, 1994, FEF160 (Paper) 158N
2 87678 1906 4

L Algérie dans In tomrimente, by Juan Goynisoto. ‘hanslated from Spanish by
Mohamed Saad Fddine B Yamani, 101 pages. Steasbourg: La Muée Blene, 1994,
Distributed by Stendhal Diffusion, 16 Rue des Giands Augusting, 750006 Paris.
FET8 (Paper) ispn 2. 7165 0344 3

Abed Charef is Algeria’s premier political reporter and one of the few o wok
in both the Prancophone and Arabophone press. s coverage of the Octobel
1988 siots for the Algicrs burean of Agence Prance esse led 1o his first book,
Octobre (Algicrs: Laphomic, 1989), which, despite flaws i its analysis, 1emains
the best account so Far of that momentons event. Now with the excellent Algicrs
woeekly, Ta Norion, which supports a negotiated solution to the country’s carrent
conflict, Charef has nanowly avoided assassination o mote than one occasion.

Algérie. le grand dérapage is a riveting account of the 198994 period and
st reading for anyone interested in conternpotary Algerian politics.  The
nartative begins with the liberalization of the political system that followed the
October tiots, 1eaches mid point with the Jannarvy 1992 coup d’état and concludes
with the staleate in the ditty war between the army and anuved Islamist groups.
The centerpiece of the story is, not swrprisingly, the rise of the FIS and the
changing manner in which the Algerian power apparatus met the Islamist chal-
lenge.

I discussing e 1990 91 period, Charef underscores the deep skepticisu of
the army high command towmd the political and cconomic refouns that were
nader way at the tme. The army took a dine view of the nmuerous street march-
es otganized by the FIS, Beibedist parties and other long repressed social forces;
its scoeurity service- the notorious Séemité Militaire--set out early and with
considerable suceess to bring both the newly Tormed political parties and “inde-
pendent”™ press organs under its contiol. The atmy, as Charef tells it, developed
an abiding hatted of the FIS, and the FIS's strike of May-June 1991 provided the
fist opportusity for the generals to administer a blow to “those who thought



