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PREFACE

As President of the Iranian Women's Organization and Chairman
of the Iranian Human Rights Committee as well as other social and
educational institutions, Princess Ashraf Pahlavi has for many years been
an advocate of equal rights for women and has been active in this field
at both the national and international levels.

In the past, the Princess has chaired several important international
gatherings, including the United Nations Commission on the Status of
Women, the United Nations Commission on Human Rights and the
International Human Rights Conference held in Tehran in 1968. At such
meetings, Her Highness has constantly condemned discrimination against
women in particular and has underlined the need for them to participate
more actively in the social, economic and educational fields.

On the 10th of December 1974 (Human Rights Day), shortly before
International Women's Year a Ceremony was held in New-York where the
Princess presented to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Dr.
Kurt Waldheim, a Declaration emphasizing the inequalities and discrimina-
tion that women continue to suffer throughout the world and the need for
greater efforts toensure real equality between men and wamen.

Earlier, in a letter addressed to the Heads of Member States of the

United Nations, the Princess had invited them to endorse the Declaration,
which had been strongly supported by His Imperial Majesty the Shahinshah
of Iran-stressing that this would constitute an extremely valuable contrlbu-
tion to the success of International Women's Year,

The reader will find in the following pages:

1- The Declaration

2- The text of the speeches delivered on that occasion by Ms. Helvi
Sipila, United Nations Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development-
and Humanitarian Affairs;by Her Imperial Highness Princess Ashraf Pahlavi,
and by the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

‘3- Replies from Heads of State or Government in chronological
order.
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Statement by Ms. Helvi Sipila
Assistant Secretary-General for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs
Secretary-General
International Women’s Year and
World Conference of the International Women'’s
Year

| am privileged to welcome you, Your Imperial Highness, as an
interpreter  of the feelings of the international community toward
International Women's Year.

You are certainly in the best position to appreciate our sentiments
and to convey faithfully our interest and concerns, not only with regard to
women but to the community at large.

Your special interest in human rights explain why you have been the
first and only woman to preside over the deliberations of a major United
Nations conference organized at the international level. It also explains
why you have served as Chairperson of the Commission on the Status of
Women, and the Commission on Human Rights. Hence your unique
international position.

The contribution of Your Imperial Highness at the international level
is universally recognized. Your endeavours towards the promotion of
Social progress and the equality of men and women in your country is less
known to many outsiders. It has been a great privilege for me to see in
action the joint effort of your government and Iranian voluntary organi-
zations, as well as your personal contribution to the success of their efforts.

When pleading for the goals and objectives of the International
Women's Year, you are also acting as an eminent representative of a
country well known for its successful efforts towards economic and social
development. Your government is rightly acting on the premise that
equality of rights irrespective of sex and age and the integration of women
and youth in the development process are prerequisites to social progress.

In my capacity as Secretary-General of the International Women's
Year, | respectfully express my warmest gratitude for the initiative you have
taken in asking the Heads of State to pledge their full support for the




International Women's Year.

| respectfully ask your Imperial Highness to convey to His Majesty The

Shahanshah my appreciation for all he has done personally and through
the lranian government.

| would also like to take this opportunity to express to His Excellency
Ambassador Hoveyda, the Permanent Representative of Iran to the United
Nations, and to his staff, my warmest thanks for their contribution to these
efforts.

It is my privilege to have you, Your Imperial Highness, as guest of
honour so as to express on this occasion my grateful appreciation in the
presence of the highest ranking officials of the United Nations.

| should also like to express my thanks to the distinguished guests
for having responded to my invitation: to the President of the General
Assembly who, after having accepted my invitation, was unfortunately
prevented from being with us on this occasion because of the very sad
news received from his country just this morning about the death of one
of his eminent colleagues, the Minister of Interior; to you, Mr. Secretary -
General: to the distinguished representatives of the permanent members
of the Security Council and to the Ambassador of the Government which
has generously offered to act as host for the International Women'’s Year
Conference.

May | add how much | am impressed by the large number of
signatures of Heads of State, received so far in spite of the very short time
available, in support of the International Women's Year: | am sure that
there will be many more to come because we have already rallied universal
support for this cause.

Once again, | would like to express, in my capacity as Secretary -
General of International Women's Year and the International Women's Year
Conference, my warmest gratitude to you, Your Imperial Highness, for
this unique contribution you have made to the success of this event.

| should like to express particularly my thanks to the highest ranking
women in the United Nations and the General Assembly, Ambassador
Cisse, the former and only woman President of the Security Council, the
Chairperson of the Third Committee, the Chairperson of the Commission
on the Status of Women ,as well as to my colleagues in the Secretariat.»



" 3

Statement by H.l.H. Princess Ashraf Pahlavi

«Mr. Sacretary-General, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen»
On this day, celebrated by the United Nations and the world as the
anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
it is with a feeling of real satisfaction that | submit to you this Declaration
calling for the full realisation of women’s rights.

We are, as you know, only a few weeks away from the International
Women's Year - proclaimed by the General Assembly in order to help put
an end to discriminations still practised against women.

It was with the aim of contributing to the success of this event that
| took the initiative, in my capacity as Chairman of the International Human
Rights Conference, to bring to the attention of the Heads of State and
Government the text of this Declaration which expresses the hope that
concrete measures will be taken in the course of International Women's
Year.

| am happy to inform you that this Declaration has already received

the approval of the following Heads of State:

His Imperial Majesty Mohammad Reza Pahlavi Aryamehr, Shahanshah
of Iran.

His Majesty King Baudouin of Belgium.

His Majesty Yank Di-Pertuan Agong of Malaysia.

His Majesty King Birendra Bir of Nepal.

His Majesty King Olav of Norway.

His Maiesty Sultan Qaboos of Oman.

His Majesty King Carl XVI Gustav of Sweden,

Her Majesty Queen Juliana of Holland.

His Excellency Mr. Mohammad Daoud, President of Afghanistan.

His Excellency Mr. Rudolf Kirschlaeger, President of the Republic of
Austria.

His Excellency Mr. Boumedienne, President of the Republic of
Algeria.

His Excellency Mr. Mohammad Ullah, President of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh.

His Excellency General Ernesto Geisel, President of the Republic of
Brazil.

His Excellency Mr. Todor Zhivkov, Chairman of the State Council of
the People’s Republic of Bulgaria.



His Excellency Mr. Gerald Ford, President of
America.
His Excellency Mr. Urho Kekkonen, Presu:lent
Finland. , :
His Excellency Mr. Valery Grscard D’Estai
Republic of France =

Hungary
Hls Excellenc M



In addition to the above the Heads of Government of the following
countries have also commumcated their approvat of the Declaratlon'




Statement by Dr. Kurt Waldheim
Secretary-General of the United Nations

«Your Highness, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Ever since its creation, the United Nations Organization has always
unreservedly upheld the principle of equality between men and women - a
principle sanctified by its inclusion in the United Nations Charter in 1945
and in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948. We should
recognize, however, that there is a considerable difference between formal
acceptance of a principle and its application in practice.

The United Nations Organization decided to proclaim the Interna-
tional Women’s Year in order to attract the attention of all governments
and international communities to the fact that serious inequalities be-
tween men and women continue to exist in many countries. These inequa-
lities are noticeable in all fields, but especially so in the fields of education
and employment. Discrimination on grounds of sex is generally insidious:
there often exist laws intended to prevent such practices, but these never-
theless persist because of secular prejudices. During the course of the
International Women'’s Year and particularly at the Conference which will
be held in Mexico next June, we intend to emphasize the enormous poten-

tial that women offer to all societies. This is not only a question of funda- .
mental justice but also a question of the optimal utilization of the world’'s °
human resources. In spite of the progress that has been made during
the past three decades, discrimination against women remains a reality
in numerous regions of the world and constitutes a major obstacle to the
real improvement of the world's social, economic and political predica-
ment. We are, after all, talking about one half of the population of our
planet, an enormous capital whose true value has not generally been
recognized, which has not received adequate respect and which has not
been given the opportunity to contribute to the realization of an equit-
able world order nor to the solution of the pressing international problems
which we have to face today.

The International Women's Year 1975 is a unique opportunity for the
world community to promote equality between men and women, not only
on the legal plane but also in daily life, to ensure the full participation of
women in the development effort; to enable women to benefit from the
advantages that result from equality of sex and, finally, to increase the
contribution of women to the realization of the fundamental aims and
objectives of the United Nations Oraanization. namely the safeguard of



world peace and the improvement of the Iivfln'Q conditions
beings. - e e

We have the opportunity to accomplis

in the social, economic, cultural and political field
Organization, we are determined to do e C
the International Women's Year to ass
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Prime Minister
Wellington
New Zealand

27 November 1974

Your Imperial Highness,

I have the honour to reply to your letter of
10 November 1974 in which you sought my
endorsement of a Declaration on International

Women 's Year.

The Government and people of New Zealand
are greatly concerned that the aims and objectives
of the Year should be furthered not only in this
country but throughout the world. Thus I have the
honour to offer my support to the text of your

Declaration.

Accept, Imperial Highness, the assurances
of my highest consideration.

%{7 2

Prime Minister

Her Imperial Highness Princess Ashraf Pahlavi,
Permanent Mission of Iran to the United Nations,

NEW_YORK.
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Reply from H.E. Pal Losoncz
President of the People's Republic of Hungary

ANACSANAK

OKI T,

Z
=)
Wv
[~
0
X
)
=z
[+4
5
3
-

OKE

ELN

s€
lav

ri-F

Csésza

AN

ge

en

nek

egno

erc

H

Pah

Ashraf

an

T

ehe

T

Cs

ars:

sz







TRANSLATION

Her Imperial Highness
Princess Ashraf Pahlavi

INeshoecroas: = : 'i
Empire of TIran

Imperial Highness,
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:,~ LE PRESIDENT
DE LA
REPUBLIQUE KHMERE
; T
Phnom-Penh, le 29 NOVEMBRE 1974
Altesse,

ALK o A¥ Y

S e . C'est avec un vif plaisir et un intérét tout particulier
. % q :n prh mnaignnca de l'aimable message de Votre
’ éth de Déclaration sur la reconnaissance
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THE PRESIDENT

| A RAWALPINDI

December 2, 1974

: Your Royal Highness,




Copma, 2 mexemspu 1974 r.

EMBASSY OF THE PEOPLE'S

REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

BAIIE BUCOYECTBO,

Illonyuyux nocnanuero Bu, ¢ KoeTo Mu upepnararte aa
ce npucoheauHa KBM [eknapanuara, KoATO BHb3HaAMepsaBaTe [ga
BPBUYMTE Ha reHepanHusa cekperap Ha OpraHusanuara Ha obOeanHe—
HHUTe HalM¥ BBHB BpPB3Ka C npejacroamara MexayHapoagHa roauHa

Ha XeHaTa.

bux uckan mo To3W MOBOJ HaW—Hampea na Bu u3passn
cBofATa 61aroJgapHocT 3a BHUMaHHETO, KOETO MPOABABATE KBM
MeH U 3a 3HAYeHUeTo, KOoeTo oTAaBaTe Ha MofATa HNOAAPBKKA
Ha uHMnuatusara Bu. Or cBod cTpaHa ABAKa Ja Hogyepras, 4e
HeHsa BUCOKO Bamara pong KaTo mpeacegaren Ha MexayHapoaHa-—
Ta KOH{epeHIMA II0 IpaBaTa Ha 4YoBeKa, CHCTOfila Ce B
TexepaH npe3 1968 roauHa ¥ MeX/JIyHapoAHWA NPUHOC, KOWTO Bue

peanu3upaTrTe B TO0Ba OTHOIIEeHHEe.,

MouTe BB3rneaAuM M NONUTHKATA, KOATO C/lAedBa MOATA
cTpaHa, ca B JyxXa Ha uAenTe, H3noxeHu oT Bac B [leknapanuara.
JppKkaBHUAT CHBET M NpasBuTencTBoTo Ha Hapoguna pemy6nuka

B%nrapnﬂ oCchlleCTBABAT CHCTEMHO IporpaMara cu 3a

ao
HEAHO BHCOYECTBO
[IPUHIECA AlIPA® ITAXJIABH



gelicTBMTEIHO M3paBHAiBaHe Ha XeHAaTa C MbKa, 3a XapMOHHYHO
pasBHTHe HA NWYHOCTTA HA KeHaTa, 3a NOBMIABAHe HA HefiHaTa

pona B nonnmnqgcmnn£3nno&;-B,@RQHouuﬂecnnﬂ U COLMATHAA

nporpec Ha

B M3TPaxiaHe Ha MATEPHANHOTO I

KyITypHOTO 6naroJeHcTBMe Ha Hapoja.




Votre Altesse,

J'ai pris connaissance de Votre message, dans
lequel vous me proposez d'apporter mon approbation a la Déc-
laration que vous envisagez de remettre au Secretaire-general
des Nations Unies, relative a 1'Année Internationale de la Femme.

Je voudrais a ce propos, tout d'abord, vous
exprimer mes remerciements pour le marque d'égards de votre
part et pour 1l'importance que vous attachez a mon soutien pour
votre initiative. Je tiens 3 souligner aussi, a titre personnél,
que j'ai en haute estime votre rdle de Presidente de la
Conference Internationale des Droits de 1l'Homme, qui s'est
tenue a Teheran en 1968, et 1'apport international que vous
réalisez dans cette voie.

Mes conceptions et la politique poursuivie par
mon pays, sont dans l'esprit des idées exposées par vous dans
la Déclaration. Le Conseil d'Etat et le Gouvernement de la
République Populaire de Bulgarie mettent en oeuvre de fagon
systématique leur Programme pour 1'égalisation réelle de la
femme 3 1'homme, pour 1'élevation de son rdle dans la vie
politique et le progrés économique et social du pays, ainsi
que dans 1'édification du bien-&tre materiél et culturél
du peuple.

Sur ce, je peux vous declarer avec un grand plaisir

SON ALTESSE
LA PRINCESSE ACHRAF PAHLAVI

NEW YORK
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PRESIDENCIA DE LA REPUBLICA
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Reply from His Majesty King Olay V -
of Norway
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OSLO SLOTT
December 2, 1974.
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= text of the Declaration you intend to prese
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Reply from H.E. Rudolf Kirschlaeger

President of the Republic of Austria
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mterest I w1sh to express to you my ympathy for and full
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A SUA ALTEZA IMPERIAL
A PRINCESA ACHRAF PAHLAVI,
CHEFE DA DELEGACAO DO IRA

A XXIX SESSAO DA ASSEMBLEIA GERAL
DAS NAGCOES UNIDAS

Tenho o prazer de acusar recebimento da carta de
10 de novembro passado, pela qual Vossa Alteza Imperial teve a
bondade de transmitir-me o texto de projeto de Declaragao a ser
apresentado ao Secretario-Geral das NaqSes Unidas por motivo do ''Ano
Internacional da Mulher'', a iniciar-se no proximo dia 19 de janeiro.

O Governo brasileiro aprova plenamente o principio
béasico da igualdade dos Direitos do Homem e da Mulher, principio, alias,
consagrado na nossa Constitnigﬁ'o.







UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION

To Her Imperial Highness

Princess Ash

raf Pahlavi
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Reply from H.E. E,G. Whitlam
Prime Minister of Australio

PRIME MINISTER

CANBERRA

= 5 DEC 1974

Your Imperial Highness,

I am writing in response to your letter of _
10 November requesting my endorsement of the text of an =
International Women's Year Declaration. 2 ,

I should be most happy to meet that request. = =

It is a basic human right that neither ‘women nc_n:
men should be excluded in law or. in fact fromﬁthe politicall,




Reply from H.E. Valery Giscard D'Estaing
President of Fronce

Paris, le 5 décembre 1974, -




Reply from H.E. Walter Scheel
President of the Federal Republic of Germany

9;4 gmnaénf
‘ den
Blncdeorspiacl¥ele Dealschibond

.Bonn, den 5. Dezember 1974
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Courtesy Translation | =3

g The President of the ,
30 Federal Republic of Germany Bonn, 9 December 1974

~ Your Imperial Highness, o= : : S

I have taken note with great Interest of the ot SR
. ~ Declaration to be isstied on the occasion of Inter- e ==
~ national Women's Year, attached to your letter of
= 10 November 1974. The aims pursued in proclaiming
S - 1975 as the Intemational Wonren's Year are actively'
~ supported also in the Federal Republic of Germ:
==l that year is to be a suecess, the discr:

-agains :women which eontinue te exist in som




ty Carl XV1 Gustav

jes!
King of Sweden

Message from Hi:

Stockholm

er 5th, 1974

~Decemb




Message from His Majesty King Baudouin

of Belgium

New York, le 6 décembre 1974.

MISSION PERMANENTE DE LA BELGIQUE
AUPRES DES NATIONS UNIES
809 UNITED NATIONS PLAZA
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017
TEL. : (212) 682-8100

D, 283
S. 6976

Monsieur 1t!Ambassadeur,

Jl'ai 1l'honneur de porter a votre connaissance que

S.M. le Roi des Belges m'a requis de vous prier de communiquer
le message suivant 3 Son Altesse Impériale la Princesse Achraf
Pahlavi.

Son Altesse Impériale la Princesse Pahlavi
Chef de la Délégation de l!Iran a 1tAssemblée générale de

ltorganisation des Nations Unies.

Suite & votre lettre du 10 novembre. Je me rallie pleine-
ment & la déclaration sur 1l'égalité des droits des femmes.
Mention de cette approbation peut &tre faite lors de la
présentation de 1la déclaration au Secrétaire général de
1tOrganisation des Nations Unies.

Jlespdre que l'année internationale de la femme permettra
la mise en oeuvre de nouvelles mesures en faveur de 1l'in-
tégration complate des femmes au développement.

Baudouin, Roi des Belges.

Je vous prie d'agréer, Monsieur 1!'Ambassadeur, les as-

surance de ma trés haute considération.

s

E. Longerstaey,
Représentant permanent de la
Belgique auprés des Nations Unies.

S.E. Monsieur Fereydoun Hoveyda,
Représentant permanent de l'Iran
auprés des Nations Unies,

New York, Ne¥,-



Reply from H.E. P.E. Trudeou
Prime Minister of Canada

PRIME MINISTER PREMIER MINISTRE

OTTAWA,

December 6, 1974

Her Imperial Highness
Princess Ashraf Pahlavi,
Permanent Mission of Iran
to the United Nations,
622 Third Avenue,
New York, N.Y. 10017
Your Imperial Highness:
%I have the honour to inform you, in reply to the request
which you addressed to me on November 10 that it is my pleasure
to lend wholehearted support to the proposed Declaration for Inter-
national Women's Year. I am happy to have my name associated with
this contribution to the observance of Human Rights Day, December

10, 1974.

Accept, Highness, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Z.
=

45



| Reply from H.E. Willi Stoph
P::sldmf of the Germon Democratic Republic

Ihrer Kaiserlichen Hoheit Berlin, den 6. 12. 1974
Prinzessin Ashraf Pahlavi

.

Kaiserliche Hoheit!

Ich habe die Enre, den Empfang Thres Schreibens, mit dem Sie mich
freundlichemeise -"ber eine beabs:.chtigte iranische Inlt:.ative an— TR e
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Die Deutsche Demokratische Republik 133t sich bei der Unterstiitzung
des "Internat:.onalen Jahres der Frau" davon lelten, daB das von dez‘




Translation
Her Imperial Ma';j"esty; : :
Princess Ashraf Pahlavi e D= o
New York /- ez BL=




sociglist society impro#es the material conditions to enable
women to make full use of their equal rights.

The German Democratic Republic, in supporting Int'rnatio'al

by TTITRAY
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PRESIDENCIA DE LA REPUBLICA

MANAGUA, D.N, N1cARAGUA,C. A.

December 6, 1974

The Honorable

Ashraf Pahlavi
President

of the International
Conference on Human
Rights

United Nations General
Assembly

United Nations

New York City, N.Y.

Your Honor:

It was indeed a pleasure to receive your letter
reqaesting my support to the celebration of 1975
as International Women's Year.

It may interest you to know that I have taken the
initial steps towards the inauguration of a Women's
Bureau, for women's affairs in our country. We have
also proceeded to take the necessary steps to make
special events celebrating 1975, in our country as
the International Women's Year.

It is my pleasure to enclose herewith, duly signed,
the Declaration which you have forwardéd to me.

I appreciate your interest which is in benefit of all
the women around the world. Please be assured of my
wholehearted cooperation in this regard.

Please accept, Your Honor, the assur es of my high-
est esteem.

Ana §io Saqfmoza D.
President of the Republic
of Nicaragua



Reply from H.E. Gerald Ford
President of the United States of America

THE WHITE HOUSE

' WASHINGTON

i

3 : . _ : A :
[ , : December 6, 197_4 = =
4
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President of India

from H.E. Fokruddin Ali Ahmad
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Reply from H.E. M. Anwar El Sadat
President of the Arab Republic of Egypt
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THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT
THE PRESIDENCY
8th December 1974
Your Highness,

I received with pleasure and read with interest your letter
dated November 10, 1974 concerning the proclamation of the year
1975 "International Women's Year" and the annexed text of the
declaration to be presé&nted to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations on the occasion of Human Rights Day, December 10,
1974,

We in Egypt believe that the fundamental principle of
equality of rights of men and women is a prerequisite for the
achievement of progress in economic and social fields and there-
fore forithe promotion and maintenance of peace in the world,

The constitution of Egypt stipulates in article 11 that:-

_“The State guarantees the conciliation

between the responsibilities of women towards

the family and their responsibilities towards

the society as well as the equality bLetween

men and women in the political, social, cul-

tural and economic fields without infringing

upon the rules of Islamic law,"

Iv is with this understanding, that I endorse the decla-
ration concerning International Women's Year,

With my highest regards and best wishes.

MUHAMMAD ANWAR EL SADAT

5




Reply from Her M:guty Queen Margrethe
of Denmark

_ Your rImperi'al' Highness, :
= e - I hereby acknowledgethe re
= ~ of November 10, 1974, inwhich, on

~in your capacity of President o
Conference on Human Rights, T
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Reply from His Highness Khalifa ben Hamad ol Thani

Amir of Qator
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TRANSLATION

Your Highness

I am in receipt of Your Highness's message of
November 10th, 1974 in connection with the Declaration concerning

the Women World Day.

It pleases me to impart to Your Highness that
I am wholeheartedly convinced that women are an essential factor in
the securement of the progress of human societies; for, as mothers,
they constitute a society's first school where there are laid the bases
of a gencration's up-bringing, the moulding of its morality, the direction
of its thought and its nourishment with faith, sublime values and noble
ideds. Consequently the provision of learning to women at the same footing
with men, for enabling them to shoulder properly such a high and noble
message as they undertake is one of women's fundamental rights which every
society must extend to them being one of its most vital duties towards

women.

Women, forming as they do"half of the human race, are
entitled to have as one of their foremost rights, and simultaneously
consider as one of their first duties following their being provided with
learning, to acquire like men, through the application of learning on
practical life, such adequate and practical experience as make them
participate most positively and fruitfully in supporting the progress of
humaenity in all fields. It's also the duty of every society to exert its
utmost for the provision of all adequate and possible means for the
realization of such great participation as suits the correct and genuine

ethical traditions of such a society.

These being the criteria we adopt in this affair of vital
importance for each society individually and the whole human society at
large, and in accordance with same and in application of them, I take
pleasure to communicate to you my support to the proposed Declaration

concerning the Women World Day.






60

Reply from H.E, Mohammad Daoud
President of Afghanistan

Your Highness!

It gives me great pleasure to endorse
the text of the Declaration that Your Highness pro-
poses to present to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations on the occasion of Human Rights Day.

It is our strong and firm belief that women in every
society and in all walks of human endeavour are equal
to men and that the complete and unreserved observance
of this principle and its implementation is the duty
of every individual as well as all Governments,

It is on the basis of this solemn
undertaking that the Republic of Afghanistan, right
from the moment of its establishment, has endeavoured
to promote and ensure the equality of men and women
in all its aspects in Afghanistan. I am sure that
Your Highness' proposal concerning the presentation
of this Declaration to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations and its endorsement by all states will
be a valuable contribution to the success of the Inter-
national Women's Year and will greatly enhance the
cause of women in their quest for dignity and equality
all over the world.

Mohammad Daoud

9 December 1974
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Reply from H.E. Nikolai V. Podgomy
Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet
of the U.S.S.R.

Bame BHCOYecTBo,

BHENATENBHO ‘O3HAKOMUIICH C Bamuu NIOCTaHNEM OT IO HOHGPH

IO Toy 5= Kowopou BH coO0mMIN O CBOBM Hauepennn»-pencmaxnmh ;‘7'_ e




Unofﬂc-ial translation

Your Highness, =
I have read with attention your message of IONov&mi)eb

1974 in which you informed me of your intention to present
_ to the Secretary-General of the U
~ on the occasion of "International Women's Yea
~ convinced that you are well aware of the great
: : Bter the Soviet State since. day

- a Declaration to 1
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Reply from His Majesty King Hossain




Reply from H.E. Habib Bourguiba

President of Tunisia

REPUBLIQUE TUNISIENNE

Sl b et A

1974

Carthage, 1

re

e 17 décemb




LE PRESIDENT
DE LA CONFEDERATION SUISSE 3003 Berne, le 18 décembre 1974 -

© La lettre que Votre Altesse Impér
m'adresser le 10 novembre 1974 vient de me




auprés des Nations Unies a été invité & faire connaftre i
Monsieur Waldheim que le Conseil fédéral s'associe volontiers

aux Gouvemements qui se sont déclarés préts é ~apporter leur
,sou'tien de princi.pe aux orientations général

exprimées par
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Reply from His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej
of Thailand

Bhubing Palace,
Chiang Mai.

December 24 ,B.E. 2517 (1974).

Your Imperial Highness,

I wish to thank Your Imperial Highness for
bringing to my attention information concerning the
proclamation of the year 1975 as “International Women's
Year" and including a request for support which might
contribute to the success of the proposal.

Upon receipt of your Note, I immediately
referred it as well as all relevant materizls to the
Government for due consideration and action. I have
now been informed that the Government has decided to
support the proposal as the Constitution of Thailand
already contains clauses guaranteeing equal rights
between women and men. The Government has subsequently
cabled its endorsement of the Declaration to the United
Nations on the 8th December 1974 so as to be in time
for inclusion on your presentation on Human Rights Day
on the 10th December 1974.

Accept, Your Imperial Highness, the assurances
of my high consideration.

Her Imperial Highness Princess Ashraf Pahlavi,
Teheran, ,
IRAN.



Reply from H.E. Fohri Koruturk
President of Turkey

Ankara, 25 Kasim 1974

Altesleri,

"1975 Uluslararasi Kadmlar Yili"' dolayisiyla bir bildiri sunmak
suretiyle sahsmiz adina ve "1968 Uluslararas: insan Haklari Konferansi'
Bagkam sifatiyla almis oldugunuz inisiyatiften otiirii Alteslerini tebrik
etmekten seref duyuyorum.

Kadinlara tiim hiirriyetleri ve haklari tamyan ve onlara daha
iyi olanaklarin temin edilmesi icin gayret sarfeden bir iilkenin Cumhur-
baskam sifatiyla, 10 Aralik 1974, Insan Haklari Giiniinde Birlesmis
Milletler Genel Sekreterine bir bildiri sunmanizi memnunlukla karsili-
yorum,

1975 Uluslararas: Kadmlar Yili" sirasinda diinya capinda sarf-
edilecek gayretlerin, kadinlarin buglinkii diinyadaki 6nemli roliine
dikkati ¢ekmek yaninda, ayrica kadmnlarin biitlin alanlarda geligsmesine
matuf daha iyi olanaklarin elde edilmesine yardime: olacagina inaniyorum.

Kadinlarin toplumdaki rolleri ile ilgili olarak halihazirda kabul
edilmis prensiplerle yerlesmis uygulamalar arasinda, iiziintii ile miisahade

Altes

Prenses Ashraf PEHLEVI
Tahran
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TRANSLATION

Your Imperial Highness,

I have the honour to congratulate Your Imperial
Highness for the initiative you have taken in your personal
capacity as well as of that of the President of the 1968
International Conference on Human Rights to propose a
Declaration for the 1975 Women's Year,

As the President of a country recognizing full
freedoms and rights to women and endeavoring to realize
better opportunities fer them,I welcome your initiative

to present this Declaration to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations,on the occasion of December 10,197L,
Human Rights' Day.

We believe that worldwide efforts during the 1975
International Women's Year will not only focus attention
on the important role of women in today's world,but also
contribute towards achieving better opportunities for the
progress of women in all spheres of life.

The discrepancy that,unfortunately,still exists
between accepted principles and established practices
with regard to women's role in society,can and should be elimi-
nated by concrete measures designed to achieve full partici-
pation of women in all fields on an equal basis with men.

Thus,the noble principles set forth in the
Unlversal Declaration of Human Rights and the United Nations
Charter will be fulfilled and the cause of peace and progress
in the world will be served betber.

Your Imperial Highness,it is no doubt that the
women of the world have found a most able and eloquent
representative in your person,I am most pleased to endorse
the Declaration which you have kindly sent to me,and I
earnestly hope that the cause of women during the 1975
International Women's Year will be understood and served
better in your. leadership.

Accept Your Imperial Highness,the assurances
of my highest consideratlon.

Fahri Korutirk

73
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Unofficial translation

HER IMPERIAL HIGHNESS
PRINCESS ASHRAF PAHLAVI,

TEHERAN, IRAN

I hereby endorse the Declaration concerning International

Women's Year the text of which You have so kindly sent to the
Heads of State and Government of Member States of the United
Nations.

The proclamation by the United Nations of the year 1975
"International Women's Year"™ should become a stimulus for
further struggle for securing the Rights of Women in all those

countries where women still do not have equal rights with men.

The women of the Ukrainian SSR, as well as the women of
the entire Soviet Union, fully enjoy all the rights of the members
of the society and play an important role in political and
social spheres of life and in the develoﬁment of the productive
labor forces. The conditions of women's labor and home life are
improving with each year passing.

The women, as well as all the workers of the Ukrainian SSR,

support activities of the United Nations directed toward maintaining

peace and international security which are the main conditions of
social progress.

Sincerely, il
signed

I.HRUSHETSKY
Chairman of the Presidium
of the Supréme Soviet of

the Ukrainian SSR

Kiév,>Dgcembef 30, 1974
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Reply from His Highness Prince Jean
Grand Duke of Luxemburg

Palais de Luxembourg, le 8 janvier 1975

Madame,

La lettre que Votre Altesse Impériale m'avait fait
transmettre au sujet de la non-discrimination des femmes

dans le monde a retenu toute mon attention.

Depuis longtemps, les autorités de mon pays ont
eu le souci d'assurer & tous les membres de la communauté
nationale un statut équitable et progressivement adapté
aux conditions de 1'évolution moderne et aux aspirations

de tous.

Tout récemment, le législateur luxembourgeois vient
de revoir le statut de la femme mariée ainsi que 1'en-
semble des dispositions légales concernant les régimes
matrimoniaux. Suivant en cela 1l'évolution des mentalités,
la législation luxembourgeoise consacre maintenant le
principe de 1'égalité de la femme et de 1'homme.

En vue de la célébration de 1'"Année internationale
de la femme", le Gouvernement met au point un programme
d'activités et de manifestations, destinées a souligner
le rble de la femme dans la société d'aujourd'hui,

11
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REPUBLIQUE RWANDAISE Kigali, le 20 janvier 1975

LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE

A Son Altesse Impériale la Princesse
ACHRAF PAHLAVI D*IRAN

C/0 Mission Permanente de 1'IRAN aupras
des Nations-Unies
622 THIRD AVENUE
NE¥ YORK. N, Y. 10017
U. S. A.

_ =

Altesse,

Nous avons bien recu le message spécial que
Votre Altesse Nous a envoyé le 10 novembre 1974 et avons pris bonne note du
contenu de 1'importante déclaration sur 1'élimination de la discrimination a
1tégard des femmes.

Nous appuyons cette heureuse initiative qui
vise le progres de la femme et sa compldte intégration dans le développement
du monde entier et de chaque pays en particulier. En ce qui concerne le Ewanda,
Nous considérons que la femme rwandaise joue un r8le trds important dans le
développement national spécialement dans les domaines agricole et éducationnel.
Au cours de l'annde 1975 qui commence et déclarée Année Internationale de la
Femme, le Gouvernement RBvandeis soulignera davantage le r8le réservé & la
femme rwandaise en sa double qualité de mdre et de citoyenne responsable.

En souhaitant plein suceds & 1'Annde Interna-
tionale de la Femme, Nous prions Votre Altesse d'agréer 1l'expression de Notre
heute considération.

79
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Nicosia, 17th April, 1975.

Your Imperial Highness,

Thank you very much for Your letter dated 10th
November, 1974, and for the text of a Declaration which
you proposed to present to the Secretary-General of the

United Nations on the occasion of Human Rights Day, 10
December, 1974.

I fully endorse the text of this Declaration and
express the hope that it will initiate a universal effort
for the elimination of all forms of discrimination between
men and women which hamper social progress. It is very
appropriate that such a Declaration should be adopted during
1975 which is the International Woman's Year. Its implementa-
tion would give effect to the fundamental principle of
equality of rights of men and women.

I take this opportunity to congratulate You on Your
initiative in this matter and on all Your efforts for the
improvement of the status of women throughout the world.

I am profoundly sorry for the unduly great delay in
replying to Your Imperial Highness. This is due to the fact
that because of my absence from Cyprus, the letter was some-
how misplaced. Please accept my apology. Nevertheless, I do
not wish to miss the opportunity to express my strong support
for the contents of the Declaration.

Please accept, Your Highness, the assurances of my
highest consideration.

shop Makarios
President the Republic of Cyprus.

Her Imperial Highness

Princess.’”Ashraf Pahlavi,

c/o Mission of Iran to the United Nations,
777 Third Avenue (26th Floor),

New York, N.Y. 10017,

U.S.A.



COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS

No

OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER
IN REPLYING PLEASE P O. BOX N7147
QuoTe THiS NumBaER _DECLARA_TION NASSAU, N, P. BAHAMAS

The fundamental principle of the equality of rights of men and
: women has been proclaimed in the Charter of the United Nations

as well as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and

reaffirmed in other international covenants and instruments.

The United Nations in addition has repeatedly recognized, as
in the International Conference on Human Rights, that peace

! cannot be maintained nor can economic and social progress be
] assured without the full participation of women alongside men
in all fields.

i Unfortunately, progress in this direction has been extremely
slow and there is still a wide gap between accepted principles
and established practices.

In the search to improve the quality of life which character=-
| izes the modern world, one cannot separate the progress of
[ women from their integration in development.

i Our hope of seeing women become a new source of equilibrium
and harmony in society is based on the elimination of trad-
{ itional forms of segregation in the division of labour in
general.

We earnestly hope that on the occasion of International
Women's Year, which is to begin on 1 January 1975, all
States will consider taking concrete measures to this end.

LYNDEN 0. PINDLING
PRIME MINISTER
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